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SECTIONL: PUBLICSCOPINAVERVIEW

1.0 ScoPINAPURPOSE ANPROCESS

The U.S. Army Corps of EngineerBISACE, in partnership with Mid -America Regional Council (MARC)
solicited public input for the Missouri River Bed Degradation Integrated Feasibility Studgnd

Environmental Impact StatementPublic
scoping was conductedn accordance
with the National Environmental Policy
Act and USACE procedures. Public
scopingoccurred between February 7,
2014 and March 31, 2014. This
document describes the public scoping
process and summarizes input received
from scoping.

The purpose of theMissouri River Bed
Degradationintegrated Feasibility Study
and Environmental Impact Statements
to evaluate alternatives addressng
erosion of the river bed (bed
degradation) of the Missouri River in an
effort to reduce future economic
damages Since the early 1990s, the bed
degradation of the Missouri Riveras
beenoccurring at an accelerated rate.
Beddegradation negatively impacts and
increases the operation and maintenance
costs offederal and nonfederal
infrastructure, including the Bank
Stabilization and Navigation Project,
bridges, utility crossings, flood risk
management structures, and water
intake structures The feasibility study
focuseson the Missouri River from near
Waverly, Missouri to St. Joseph,
Missouri, encompassingthe area where
bed degradation is most severe.

MlggwRiver Bed Degra‘aatlon

33.‘.

<

The future of one of the Midwest's largest cultural and
economic resources may be in danger. Learn what's
being done about it.

Public Meeting, March 11

Degradation is happening to the Missouri River, and it could cost
the region billions of dollars in damaged infrastructure and lost
business revenue. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Mid-
America Regional Council and local community partners are
collaborating to execute a study of the degradation and to learn
what can be done to prevent it. You can help by becoming
informed.

MARC and the Corps of Engineers will host a public scoping
meeting on Tuesday, March 11, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the MARC
Conference Center, 600 Broadway. Suite 200, Kansas City. Mo
The meeting will provide an opportunity for citizens to contribute
their ideas about what issues the study should address and other
related concerns. If you cannot attend on this date, please submit
comments via our online form. or U.S. Mail. Public scoping
comments will be accepted through March 31, 2014.

Feasibility Study

Public Meeting
Tuesday, March 11, 2014
4:30-7 p.m.

Submit comments online
Mid-America
Regional Council
600 Broadway
Kansas City, Mo. 64105

L MARC

rwu/n ERICA REGIONAL COUNC

Figure 1 HTML email distributed on February 26, 2014

As this photo shows, bridges in the
Except where subject to the confidentiality provision of the National "5”"'“ e Ed;:'mm
Historic Preservation Act, all comments will become part of the Amnlmsﬁmt:reuwumwy
public record and may be included in public documents. “m’““ o
For information, contact Lesley Rigney at 816/701-8355 mmm contin o
; S
" that might slow
or arest degradation.

Learn more at

www.mobeddeg.org

Public scopingprovided an opportunity for the general public, non-governmental organizations,
government agencies and other stakeholders to leambout the bed degradation problempotential
solutions to address the problem and provide comment on whashould be considered during the study.
Except where subject to the confidetiality provision of the National Historic Preservation Actall received

commentsare public record.

Section 1: Public Scoping Overview

US Army Corps

of Engineers ®
Kansas City District
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1.1 PUBLICCOMMENTSUBMISSIONPROCESS

Public comments werecollectedusing a variety of methodsA web page was established by MARC to accept
commentselectronically at: www.mobeddeg.org Comments were acceptedia mail at: U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers, Kansas City District, c/lo CENWRM-PR (Degradation Study), 601 E. 12th Street, Kansas City,
MO, 64105.Written commentswere acceptedduring three public meetings.

1.2 SCOPINAPROCESHANNOUNCEMENTS

The Notice of Intent To Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement floe Missouri River BeBegradation
Feasibility Study, Kansas and Missaudnited Statesvas published in theFriday, February 7, 2014Federal
Register(Volume 79, Number 2§. Thenotice ofintent (seeAppendix B) announced the scoping procest
solicit public commentsidentifying issuesrelated to the proposed project. The notice of intent summarized
the project andprovided a mailing addressfor comment submission points of contact for the public, and
the dates, times, and locationfathe public scoping meeting

1.3PRESRELEASES

For the meeting held on March 11, 2014t the Mid-America Regional Council, aews releasedated
February 13, 2014 wasdistributed to 137 media contactsincluding all local television stations, news
reporting radio stations, and newspapers in the ninecounty area(seeAppendix Q. For the meetings held
in Kansas CityMissouri, and Jefferson CityMissouri, on April 8 and 9, 2014 respectively, a press release
was issued on March 18, 2014see Appendix D).

1.4 STAKEHOLDERNOTIFICATION

An HTML email(Figure 1 HTML email distributed on
February 26, 2014 dated February 26, 2014
announced the public scoping procestm approximately Need your in put on

650 recipients. Recipients were derived fromMARG Missouri River by March 31
managedemail distribution | ists, including project
partners, city and county administrators, MetroGreen Missouri River is
stakeholders, and environment and water resource lowering, which
managementstakeholders. has the potential

to cost the
USACE distributed a Notice of Public Scoping Meeting || region millions in infrastructure damage and lost

by email dated February 11, 2014fo 107 recipients on business revenue. The U.S. Army Corps of
the USACE Kansas City relgtory email distribution list Engineers recently announced its intent to
(seeAppendix B. Agencies receiving theNotice of complete a Missouri River Bed Degradation
Public Scopingncluded the U.SEnvironmental St"'d_ythat will assess riverbed d'.agrsl'dat":'”

] ) . ) between Rulo, Meb_, and St. Louis, Mo,
Protection AgencyU.S. Fish &Vildlife Service, U.S. focusing on the stretch of river in the Kansas
Geological Survey, USDOT Federal Highway City area where degradation is the most severe.
Administration, USDA Natural Resource Conservation The Corps is seeking public input about the
Service Kansas Depament of Health and Environment, || scope of the study. Submit a comment here, or
KansasDepartment of Wildlife, Parksand Tourism, e
KansasWater Office, KansasDepartment of Agriculture,
Kansas State Histric Preservation Office Kansas Figure 2 MARC website home page story

US Army Corps MAR<
of Engineers ®
—y

Kansas City District

The bed of the

MID-AMERICA REGIONAL COUNCIL
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Department of Transportation, Missouri Department oNatural Resources MissouriDepartment of
Conservation and MissouriDepatment of Transportation.

1.5PuUBLICSCOPINAPROCESENLINEDISTRIBUTION

A request for public input was promoted on theMARCwebsite home page(Figure 2 MARC website home
page story). Therequest for input was postedon the homepageand MARC calendar of evenfsom
February 25, 2014 to March 31, 2014see Appendix §. Commentscould besubmitted through an online
submission form.

USACHublicized the public meetingon the USACE Kansast{ District Regulatory website(Figure 3).

MARCdistributed information through social media outletsFacebook and Twitterto promote the comment
period and public scopingmeeting. A Facebook post on March 11, 201#romoted the informational
website and online comment submission (seeAppendix H). Five tweets were published by
@MARCKCMetro between February 13 and March 28014, promoting the public scoping process (see

Appendix H).

KANSAS CITY DISTRICT

;ps of Engineers

5SS WITH US MISSIONS LOCATIONS CAREERS

Y

Missouri River Bed Degradation Integrated Feasibility Study and Environmental Impact
Statement - 2/11/2014: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Kansas City District in partnership with Mid-

2013 America Regional Council are conducting a public scoping meeting for the Missouri River Bed Degradation
Integrated Feasibility Study and Environmental Impact Statement. The study will evaluate alternatives to
2012 address erosion of the river bed (bed degradation) of the Missouri River in an effort to reduce future

economic damages. Date: March 11, 2014 Time: 4:30 - 7:00 pm Location: Mid-America Regional Council
600 Broadway Kansas City, MO 64105
Expiration date:

ATTACHMENTS: Notice of Public Scoping Meeting

Figure 3. USACEegulatory website public n otice for the M issouri River Bed Degradation Integrated Feasibility Study and Environmental
Impact Statement p ublic scoping meeting

SECTIONZ: PUBLICSCOPINAVIEETING

2.0IN-PERSONCOMMENTDATES ANOLOCATIONS

Mid-America Regional Council (MARGnd the United StatesArmy Corps of EngineerfUSACE)
hosted a publicscoping meeting on Tuesday, March 12014, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.,at the MARC
Conference Center600 Broadway, Kansas City, MissourThe meeting provided an opportunity

of Engineers ®
= |

Kansas City District MID-AMERICA REGIONAL COUNCIL
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http://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/Media/PublicNotices.aspx

Missouri River Bed Degradation Public Scoping Report 9

for citizens to contribute their ideas about what issues the study should address dmelate
concerns.

Attendees were encouraged, but not requiredp sign an attendance sheet. Thirtghree attendees
signed theregistration/attendance shed (seeAppendix ).

The Kansas City District U.S. Army Corps of Engine@edd two public meetings to inform basin
interests of upcoming district projects on or adjacent to the Missouri River below Rulo, Nedska
The first public meetingwas April 8 from 3 to 5 p.m. at the National Weather Servic&€enter, 7220
NW 1014 Terrace, Kansas CityMlissouri. The second public meetingvas April 9 from 4to 7 p.m.
at the Lewis and Clark State Office BuildinGenter, Nightingale Room 7220 NW 101st Terrace,
Kansas CityMo. The meetings include short informational briefings from the Corps outlining
activities planned for 2014 including the Missouri River Bed Degradation Study. Attendebad
opportunities to ask questiors and provide comment.

2.1 PUBLICSCOPINGVMIEETINGCONTENT
The March 11, 2014 pblic scoping meetingwas facilitated by:
1 Jesse GranetEnvironmental Resources Specialist, USACE
1 Christy Ostrander, PM.P., Project Manager/Plan Formulation, USACE
1 Lesley Rigney, Environmental Planner Ik Water Quality, MARC
1 Tom Jacobs, EnvironmentaPrograms Director, MARC

In addition to the meeting facilitators, additional USACE stafivere present as technical resources
including John GrothausChief Plan Formulation USACE; John Shelley, Ph.D., P.E., Hydraulic
Engineer USACE; Mike Chapman, P.E., Chief River Engineering and Restoration USACE; David
Hibbs, Assistant Chief of Regulatory Branch, USACE; Lindsey White, Project Management
Specialist,USACE; Jennifer Henggeler, Economist, USA&dditional stakeholders and project
partners were also present and available to provide information and field questions.

DURING THEMEETING THEUSACPRESENTE®D 4SSOURRIVERBED DEGRADATIONNTEGRATEFEASIBILITY
STUDY ANCENVIRONMENTALMPACTSTATEMENTO(SEEAPPENDIX]

Public Scoping Meeting Presentation The presentation describedthe importance of the Missouri
River as a significant resotce for the United Statesa description of bed degradationthe causes
and impacts of beddegradation, a description ofthe study area,and potential ways to address bed
degradation. The presentation providedan overview for the next steps to determine
environmental impact and economic benefits/costassociated withalternative solutions. The
USACHepresentatives,MARC representative and other stakeholderswere available to povide
information and answer questions.Meeting attendees were encouraged to use provided comment
forms (seeAppendix I). Attendees were also encouraged to submit commentsline at
www.mobeddeg.com

US Army Corps MAR(
of Engineers ®
E——

Kansas City District

MID-AMERICA REGIONAL COUNCIL
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Posterboards were available forparticipants to view (see Appendix K). Themes of the boards
included:
1 CBtudy Overviewd
Bank Stabilization and Navigation Project
(Critical Infrastructure at Riskd
QAlternative Solutions to Degradatiord
(rechnical Analysi®

= =4 4 A

AEAT AT 66 OEOI AA O- EOOI OOE 2EOAO "AA $ACOAAAOQEII
) I PAAO 3 wds@vhiladld fdd meeting participantssee Appendix L).

SECTIONS: PUBLICSCOPINGCOMMENTSUMMARIES

3.0 SCOPINGCOMMENTOVERVIEW

This section presents a summary ofnformation provided to the study team during public scoping
Input was received fromnineteen entities.Five commenterswere "unaffiliated" or did not identify
themselves as representing a particular organizationThree commenérs representedfederal
agenciesTwo commenters represented state agenciesOne commengr representeda county. One
commenter representeda municipality. Five comments represented business interests. One
commenter was from a charitable organization.For this summary, comments have been grouped
into themes. The information was not organized as a function bfrequency or importance Written
comments are compiled inAppendix M.

3.1NEPACOMPLIANCEPROCES® STAKEHOLDEHREPRESENTATION

ISSUERANGE ORALTERNATIVES

1 Feasibility study should include a omprehensive assessment of a robust range of
reasonable alternatives(EPA)

9 #AOCAEOI T U AT T OEAAO AAEET EOET I(EPAT A AAOCECT 1

1 Range of alternatives should include alternatives which might precluslaccess to
sediment and actiors which remove sediment from the system(EPA)

1 Include actions determined to slow or elininate bed loss even if USACE determines
those actions are outside existing authority or which would require Congressional
action. (EPA)

1 Address the sustainability and longterm performance of each alternative(EPA)

1 Address the effectiveness and lonterm viability of the alternatives in context of
changes in precipitation patterns and changing hydrology from regional climate change
(EPA)

US Army Corps MAR(
of Engineers ®
E——

Kansas City District MID-AMERICA REGIONAL COUNCIL

Section 2: Public Scoping Meeting
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1 Determine what measures are feasible to minimize the heacltting that is currently
occurring on tributary streams. (Hobie Crang

ISSUEPROJECECOPE ANIPURPOSE

1 Provide clear statement of project purpose(EPA)

1 Scope of study should matcimost problematic impact areafocused around Kansas City
expandingEIS designation and alternative actionbeyond current impact area would
require broader stakeholder involvement (Missouri Department of Natural Resources
and Lathrop & Gage LLP

1 Include downstream stakeholder representation (Lathrop & Gage LLP

1 Although geographic scope has been narrowed, environmental impacts should be
assessed more broadly(EPA)

1 Bed degradation and head cutting is affecting entire watershed including Platte River;
include the Missouri Platte Riveras a secondary contributor to thestudy. (Stuart
Caswel)

1 Ensure degradation study is not constrained or streamlined, ensure consideration of all
impacts. (Holliday Sand and Gravel Company

1 Inappropriate to apply results of the Kansas City studyo other areas of the rivet
(Coalition to Protect the Missouri Riverand Lathrop & Gage LLP

ISSUENEPAPROCEDURES
1 Request forpublic commenton the Missouri River Bed DegradatiorFeasibility Study is
premature. (Stoel Rves LLP)
1 Extend scoping comment period until USACE has released the Missouri River Bed
Degradation Sediment Tragport Model and a technical meeting to discuss the model
with Holliday Sand and Gravel Company has occurreGtoel Rives LLP)

3.2 TECHNICAICOMMENTS ON MODEL

ISSUESEDIMENT TRANSPORIDEPOSITION

1 Include comprehensive review of issues related to sediment transport and deposition
(EPA)

1 Feasibility study should identify main form of degradation, the relation talownstream
silt transfer and hydrokinetic energy. (Clifford Wieser)

1 Examine sediment loss attributable to reservoirs(Lathrop & Gage LLP

1 Examine dfects of the four lonrhead dams on the Kansas River with respect to
sediment deposition (Richard Geekie)

ISSUEHYDROLOGY

US Army Corps MAR(
of Engineers ®
E——

Kansas City District MID-AMERICA REGIONAL COUNCIL
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l

Detailed studyof the scouring impacts of dikes at various flow regimes, especially with
regard to the height and the impacts of dramatically reduced frequency of overtopping
flow. (Holliday Sand and Gravel Company

Examine effect of upriver dams. (HunteD Redmond)

Review uploaded documentation:Williams, G. P.; Wolman, M. G. (1984). Downstream
effects of dams on alluvial rivers. USGS Professional Paper: 1286. Available at:
http://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/pp 1286. (Hunter D Redmond)

ISSUEMODEL REVIEW AND REAEE

T

-TAAT 60 £ET Al AcCAT Au OA OE A Xor iddependénfdxpid O A
review and commentprior to scoping comment period; future model review comments
should be included andevaluated as part of the EISStoel Rives LLP)

It is premature for the Corps to be soliciting scoping comments without first finalizing
the Missouri River Bed Degradation Sediment Transport Model, the apparent
informational foundation of its proposed maja federal action. (Stoel Rives LLP)

Request the HEEGRAS model to allow the Missouri Department of Natural Resources to
evaluate the model, conduct additional analyses and provide more informed input
(Missouri Department of Natural Resources)

3.3LOCALNTERESTS AND CONQER

ISSUEPOTENTIAUMPACTS TADJACENTAND& INVESTMENTALONGRIVER

l

Section 3: Public Scoping Comment Summaries

Lessening the impact on water suppliers and infrastructure, while maintaininglood

risk reduction in the Kansas City region are paramoun{Missouri Department of
Natural Resources)

Review the mtential for solutions to increase the likelihood or severity of flooding in
Parkville. (City of Parkville)

Consideration of Platte county investments along riverincluding improvements at
Platte Landing Park (Hobie Crang Platte CountyEngineer)

Consideration of &éonomic impact of bed degradation on the Missouri Platte River and
the communities along the Platte River(Stuart Caswel)

Protect cooling water intake structures for utility generating fcilities located on the
river. (KCP&L)

Examine dfects on transportation infrastructure such as bridge footings, bridge
abutments, and roadway embankmentg Missouri Department of Transportation)
Review impact of potential solutions on cost of constructio materials. (Missouri
Department of Transportation)

Revieweconomic and environmental benefits of harvesting sand from the riverather
than from the flood plain. (Lathrop & Gage LLRnd Holliday Sand and Gravel Company
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1 Seek multiple benefis; consider visibility of KansasQty landing rock 400 feet west of
Main Street pier. (written unsigned comment)

1 Preserve dredging and sand extraction as a purpose of thger system. (Lathrop &
Gage LLFp

1 An improved understanding of the how commercial dredging is the primary towing
industry on the Missouri River related to transportation, the #2 authorized purpose on
the Missouri River, and its actual value as such. (Hollidayand and Gravel Company

3.4 BANK STABILIZATIONNAVIGATIONPROJEC® FEDERALNTERESTS

ISSUEFUNDING
1 Financial obligation for the care, maintenance and sustainability of thBank
Stabilization and Navigation Projecfalls upon the federal government; therefore,
responsibility for Missouri River bed degradation improvements address the
Kansas City reach bed degradation through its resources; not through the resources
of stakeholders (Coalition to Protect the Missouri Rive)

|SSUEBANKSTABILIZATIONS NAVIGATIONPROJECT

1 Protect downstream navigation. (Missouri Department of Natural Resources

1 Examineimpact of dredging relative to the Bank Stabilization and Navigation
Project. (Holliday Sand and Gravel Company)

1 Examineeffect of grade control structures on navigation(Holliday Sand and Gravel
Company)

1 Impact of Bank Stabilization and Navigation Projecbn degradation. (Iaak Walton
Leagueof America)

|SSUERECREATIOAL STES
1 Protect recreation associated with Lewis and @k National Historic Trail. (National
Park Service)

ISSUENATURALPROCESSES
1 Restoration of natural river processes(National Park Service)
1 Impacts to aquatic habitat such as floodplain wetlands, groundwater, restoration
projects, threatened and endangered species; integrated assessment of dredging
(U.S Fish & Wildlife)
1 Allow more room for river to function. (written unsigned comment)

|SSUEIMPACT OEINITEDSTATESARMYCORPS OENGINEERS
1 Evaluateimpacts of USACE on the systerfLathrop & Gage LLP
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SECTIONA: SUMMARY

The National Environmental Policy Actreview process provides an opportunity forthe public to

be involved in thefederal agency decisioamaking processCitizensand communitiesoften have
valuable information about places and resources that they value and the potential environmental,
social and economic effects that proposed federal actions may have on those places and resources.

By providing citizens and communities the opportunity to comment on théMissouri River Bed
Degradation Integrated Feasibility Study and Environmental Impact StatemettSACE can identify
significant issues that should be included in the environmental review.
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APPENDIXA
CONTRIBUTINGTAKEHOLDER& PROJECPARTNERS

BSN- Railway Company

City of Independence, Missouri, Water Department
City of Leavenworth, Kansas, Water Department
City of North Kansas City, Missouri

City of Parkville, Missouri

City of Riverside, Missouri

Fairfax Drainage District

Farley-Beverly Drainage District

Holliday Sand & GraveCompany

Kansas City, Kansas, Board of Public Utilities
Kansas City, Missouri, Water Services Department
Kansas City, Missouri, Water Supply

Kansas Water Office

Kaw Valley Drainage District

Kansas CityPower & Light

Mid-America Regional Council

Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT)
North Kansas City Levee District

Platte County, Missouri

Village of Farley, Missouri

WaterOne of Johnson County
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APPENDIXB
Notice of Intent

Appendix Bz Notice of Intent
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